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latter prepared, in the afternoon of the Shivaritri day, thanksgiving addresses in English to each of the Swamis, and these were read to them in a meeting of the Brotherhood held at the Math for the purpose, under the presidentship of Swamiji. On being called upon by Swamiji, his gutubhais in their turn replied to the addresses in suitable words. Of the Swami Turiyananda he remarked, "He has the oratorical voice." Before rising to speak, the Swami said : "It is very difficult to address a parlour meeting. Before a large gathering it is easy to forget oneself in the subject of the discourse, and hence one is able to carry the audience with him. But this is not possible when a few men are present. However, let me try." Saying this he spoke for nearly half-an-hour with such a stirring eloquence that it seemed as if he was addressing a huge assemblage. In this lecture he gave sound counsel to his gurubhais and disciples in regard to the line of action they should adopt, both from an individual and communal aspect.
The Janmatithi or Birthday ceremony of Sri Ramakrishna, immediately preceding the public festival, which fell in March, was one of the happiest and took place at the monastery under the supervision of the Swami himself. On this occasion the Swami manifested his moral courage in a striking way. He had ordered a lot of sacred threads to be brought to the monastery. On the day itself, as one after another of the lay disciples of Sri Ramakrishna or of himself came, he let it be known that those of them who were not Brihmanas, buK 'rho really belonged to the other two twice-born castes, wereNon that day to be invested with the sacred thread. Speaking to his Br^hmana disciple, Sarat Chandra, whom he commissioned to perform the ceremony, he said : "The children of our Lord are indeed Br&hmanas. Besides, the Vedas themselves say that every one of the twice-born castes has the right of having upanayana, or investiture with the sacred thread. They have no doubt become vrdtyas, that is, they have fallen from their own ritualistic rights, but by performing the ceremony of expiation they